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From the earliest days of the church, there has always been a distinction between those who preach the true 
Gospel of Christ and those who teach worldly matters. This distinction is evident throughout the New 
Testament, as the apostles repeatedly warned the early Christians about false teachers who would lead people 
astray with teachings that cater to worldly desires rather than the truth of God's Word. Today, this divide seems 
even more pronounced: when messages of the world are preached, people eagerly listen; however, when the 


Gospel of Jesus Christ is proclaimed, few seem to take heed. 


Jesus Himself foretold this reality, stating that He would not reveal Himself to the world. In John 14:22-24, Jesus 
responds to Judas (not Iscariot) about why He would only manifest Himself to His disciples and not to the 
world: "/f anyone loves me, he will keep my word. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make 
our home with him. The one who doesnt love me will not keep my words. The word that you hear is not mine 
but is from the Father who sent me." This passage highlights that those who are truly of Christ will listen to and 


obey His teachings, while those who are of the world will not. 


The apostle John, in his first epistle, further elaborates on this distinction, making it clear that those who are of 
the world are more inclined towards worldly matters. In 1 John 4:4-6, he writes: "You are from God, little 
children, and you have conquered them, because the one who Is in you is greater than the one who is in the 
world. They are from the world. Therefore what they say is from the world, and the world listens to them. We 
are from God. Anyone who knows God listens to us; anyone who is not from God does not listen to us. This is 
how we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of deception.” This passage underscores a fundamental truth: 
those who belong to God are interested in God's teachings, while those who belong to the world are drawn to 


teachings that align with worldly values. 


This pattern is evident even today. Many individuals, filled with a spirit that is not of God, prophesy and speak 
of matters that pertain to worldly success—promising material prosperity, visas, buildings, cars, and other such 
things. These are the teachings of the world, and they draw large followings. The Bible warns us that such 
things come from a deceitful spirit, one that operates in those who do not truly fear God and ultimately leads to 
destruction. The spirit of deception is active in the world, influencing many who may even sit within church 
pews but are not truly born of the Spirit. Matthew 7:15-20 warns us to "beware of false prophets, who come to 


you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravaging wolves." 


Being a true Christian is not merely about identifying with a religion, being baptized in water, or participating in 
church activities. It is about being "born of the Spirit" (John 3:5-6). Jesus tells Nicodemus that "Unless someone 
is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God." This new birth involves a transformation 
that moves a person from being interested in the things of the world to being interested in the things of God. If 
someone is truly born of the Spirit, they will seek the truth of the Scriptures and not be swayed by teachings 


that merely satisfy worldly desires. 


The allure of worldly teachings can be strong, but Jesus calls us to a different path. In Matthew 10:28, He says, 
"Dont fear those who kill the body but are not able to kill the soul; rather, fear him who is able to destroy both 
soul and body in hell." This verse reminds us that our primary concern should not be for worldly matters but for 
our eternal souls. Worldly people may seek to protect their bodies and enjoy material gains, but in doing so, 
they expose their souls to the dangers of false teachings and prophets who promise much but deliver only 


Spiritual emptiness and destruction. 


True believers must be vigilant, discerning, and steadfast in their faith. We are not to be like those who chase 
after worldly promises or seek validation in material success. Instead, we are to follow Christ wholeheartedly, 
recognizing that the treasures of this world are fleeting and ultimately meaningless in the context of our 


Spiritual journey. As Paul writes in Colossians 3:2, "Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things." 


lt is crucial for us to examine our hearts and motives. Are we in the church because we have truly encountered 
the living Christ and submitted our lives to His lordship, or are we merely drawn by the appeal of lively music, 
engaging social activities, or charismatic leaders who speak of wealth and prosperity? True repentance and 
justification come only through Christ, and we must continually turn away from the deceitful allure of worldly 
matters. In James 4:4, James warns, "Friendship with the world is hostility toward God. So whoever wants to be 


the friend of the world becomes the enemy of God." 


In conclusion, we must be cautious and discerning, ensuring that our faith is anchored in the true Gospel and 
not swayed by worldly teachings. As true believers, let us focus on the spiritual journey, seeking to grow in 
grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ, and not be deceived by the fleeting pleasures and promises of 
the world. Our calling is to be set apart, to be a light in the darkness, and to proclaim the truth of Christ in a 


world that desperately needs it. 
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